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To the editor

As we published in the Journal of Translational Medi-
cine in 2023 [1], we have begun to apply in our recent
studies in empirical bioethics a particular ethical the-
ory: ‘global bioethics. However, we have also begun to
rework this teleological theory to provide, more formally,
greater operationality for the resolution of ‘bio-ethical
issues’(i.e. tensions between medical and/or biologi-
cal practices and moral values and/or standards), pre-
identified by various methodological approaches (e.g.
qualitative approach, etc.), at a global scale (i.e. ‘macro-
bio-ethical issues’; e.g. country, etc.), and/or local scale
(i.e. ‘micro-bio-ethical issues’; e.g. institution, etc.), and
then resolved by this theory, as a function of the real and/
or potential consequences for ‘survival’ and/or ‘happi-
ness, at individual and/or collective levels. Practical limi-
tations have nevertheless emerged in the face of ‘moral
pluralism’ (i.e. the presence of several moral frameworks)
, in our case, at the hospital.

Worldwide, this pluralism results from the existence of
‘cultural areas’ that differ to various extents. These spaces
are delimited to various degrees, and at a given point in
time present cultures displaying various degrees of differ-
ence, or homogeneity. At the regional scale, phenomena
relating to multiculturalism may also apply, themselves
emanating from other complex phenomena (e.g. human
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migration, etc.). In hospitals, and elsewhere, as we have
ourselves observed, this pluralism influences the like-
lihood of medical and/or biological practices being
accepted, or refused, by individuals, or groups of people
[2]. This pluralism must be better taken into account in
global bioethics, as a leading ethical theory, to increase
the operationality of this theory and, thus, its practical
pertinence, especially at the hospital.

In this theory, our first postulate is that survival and
happiness are the only two legitimate ‘bio-ethical objec-
tives’ common to the whole of humanity, consciously or
otherwise. Our second postulate is that these objectives
are wholly or partially, and explicitly or implicitly, condi-
tioned by different cardinal criteria correlated with these
different moral frames of reference of individuals and/or
society [3]. We then began to characterize these frame-
works, as a means of outlining these criteria, by analyz-
ing the content of a collective work by colleagues, which
remains a reference in this domain within the French-
speaking world [4]. Here, we present a summary of this
analysis and its perspectives, a draft of which we have
formulated in French in the chapter of another collective
work [5].

We first manually identified and listed in alphabeti-
cal order 12 principal moral frameworks, which we
developed into the corresponding number of chapters:
the ‘Animist framework] the ‘Buddhist framework;, the
‘Catholic framework; the ‘Confucianist framework, the
‘Hindu framework, the ‘Islamic framework, the ‘Jewish
framework; the ‘Kantian framework; the ‘lay framework;,
the ‘Orthodox framework] the ‘Protestant framework’
and the ‘Utilitarian framework! We then characterized,
manually again, the basis, aims and rules of each frame-
work, through excerpts that appeared significant, which
we sometimes rearranged, from which we induced these
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